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Permission to take the tax consultancy state examination in Germany

(Specialized) higher education entrance 

Before one can take the tax consultant state examination, one must have relevant 
professional experience, ie., by means practical experience of at least 16 hours a week in 

the �eld of taxes administered by German national or state tax authorities.

 The duration of this required practical experience depends on one’s previous education.

Successful  completion 
of secondary school

University education

Business Administration or 
law with a standard period 

of at least 4 years*)

University education:  

Business Administration or 
law with a standard period 

of less than 4 years *)

Apprenticeship

As assistant tax consultant 
or equivalent commercial 

apprenticeship

Tax consultant state examination

2 years
Professional practice *)

3 years
Professional practice *)

10 years 
professional practice

(after successfully passing 
the exam as certi�ed 

management accountant 
or as tax specialist 7 years)
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*) If, during one’s university education (Business Administration or law) a profession-related 
bachelor degree was earned and in a further university study (business or law) for which 
that degree is the prerequisite, another profession-related degree (masters) is earned, the 
standard study times are added. Periods of practical experience will be considered when 
they occur after earning the �rst degree.


